Joinery materials

Choosing windows and door materials

Key Facts

Aluminium joinery

L

High Performance Thermal breaks improve energy Reusing and recycling
efficiency

Timber joinery

Wooden window angdoor frames are also a popular choice. Timber joinery is energy efficient and looks great, but itis
less durable than other materials and requires regular painting or staining to protect and maintain its surface. It is
also more-expensive than other types of joinery primarily due to a higher labour content and level of craftsmanship

required to manufacture. Internal reveals - the parts of the frame on the interior of the window or door - are also
typically made of wood in New Zealand, even on window frames of other materials.

Variety of styles and colour

Insulation and energy efficiency

Use durable wood

uPVC joinery

PVC (polyvinyl chloride) is a plastic and comes in a wide variety of colours and styles. Window frames are made of
UPVC - a special rigid, unplasticised PVC, which s usually strengthened by the insertion of metal stiffeners before the
frames are assembled. In New Zealand, the rigidity and durability of uPVC frames are especially important because
they need to withstand strong winds and exposure to high levels of UV light.

Pros and cons

made of UPVC and do not require p However, the formula for manufacturing uPVC can vary widely from
one country to another. In the past, some imported uPVC windows and siding (cladding) failed here, even though the same products worked wellin
the countries for which they were formulated.

Choose

ely

Because uPVC window framing is often imported, it important to ensure the frames you choose meet the New Zealand Building Code. In New
Zealand, for example, its that the UPVC used for . tain levels of titanium dioxide, which acts as a
sunscreen to protect the frames from damage by UV light. Ifyou are purchasing uPVC windows or doors, check they have a certifcate of
compliance with the uPVC standard for New Zealand conditions.

More Information can be found



