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National minute of silence  

A national minute of silence will be observed at the start of New Zealand’s State Memorial Service for 

Queen Elizabeth II, at 2pm on Monday 26 September. 

 

The one-hour service will be held at the Wellington Cathedral of St Paul, during a one-off public holiday 

to mark the Queen’s death. 

 

“The minute’s silence is a way for people, wherever they might be in New Zealand, to stand together to 

mark an extraordinary 70 years of service,” Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said. 

Source: Beehive.govt.nz  

 

One-off public holiday for Queen Elizabeth 

New Zealand will mark the passing of Queen Elizabeth II with a State Memorial Service and one-off public 

holiday on Monday 26 September, Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern has announced. 

 

“As New Zealand’s Queen and much-loved Sovereign for over 70 years, it is appropriate that we mark her 

life of dedicated public service with a State Memorial Service and a one-off public holiday,” Jacinda Ardern 

said. 

 

“Queen Elizabeth II was an extraordinary person and I know many New Zealanders will appreciate the 

opportunity to both mark her death and celebrate her life. 

 

“The State Memorial Service will be held in the Wellington Cathedral of St Paul on the same day, Monday 

26 September, and will be televised and live streamed. 

 

“I know many people will want the opportunity to pay their respects and the public holiday offers 

communities around the country the ability to come together and pay tribute at local events also. 

“The decision to hold a one-off Public Holiday in the Queen’s honour is also in line with similar holidays 

in the UK and Australia, and is in keeping with what is an historic event,” Jacinda Ardern said. 

Source: Beehive.govt.nz 

 

Govt helps small businesses get paid on time 

The Government is adding to the support it has offered New Zealand’s small businesses by introducing 

new measures to help ensure they get paid on time. 

 

A Business Payment Practices disclosure regime is being established to improve information and 

transparency around business-to-business payment practices across the economy, Small Business 

Minister Stuart Nash has announced. 

 

“Small businesses account for more than 97 per cent of all businesses in New Zealand. Late and overdue 

payments have a negative impact, causing unnecessary stress and uncertainty, while extended payment 

terms can cause real harm – particularly when a supplier has no choice but to accept them on a ‘take it 

or leave it’ basis,” Stuart Nash said. 

https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/national-minute-silence-queen-elizabeth-ii
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/public-holiday-26-september-mark-passing-queen-elizabeth-ii


 
  
   

 

Large firms (those with revenue over $33 million a year) will be required to publicly report on their own 

payment practices, particularly late payments, and the length of time between the receipt of invoices and 

full payment. This information will need to be submitted every six months, which is consistent with similar 

regimes in Australia and the United Kingdom. 

 

“The Small Business Council’s Small Business Strategy identified a number of challenges facing New 

Zealand’s business communities and the Government is committed to helping. Small businesses are less 

resilient to poor payment practices because they are not as well-equipped or resourced to endure such 

practices. Many businesses are also reluctant to push for prompt payment because of fear of damaging 

relationships. Poor payment practices can have flow-on effects for the wider economy, particularly in 

times of economic uncertainty. 

 

“Large firms will also be required to publish payment practice information on their own websites, bringing 

in another layer of transparency. Those who fail to disclose payment practice information may face 

compliance notices and penalties. The Business Payment Practices disclosure regime will help small 

businesses make decisions on who to do business with and encourage larger firms to improve their 

payment practices to manage any reputational risk,” Stuart Nash said. 

 

Further consultation with business communities will take place in the coming months on the specific 

reporting measures. 
Source: Beehive.govt.nz  

 

COVID-19 Protection Framework retired  

• The COVID-19 Protection Framework ended at 11.59pm tonight, Monday 12 September 

• All mask wearing requirements removed, except in healthcare and aged care facilities 

• Only COVID-19 positive individuals required to isolate for seven days, household contacts no 

longer need to  

• All Government vaccine mandates to end on 26 September 

• Removal of all vaccination requirements for incoming travellers and air crew 

• Support for business and workers to continue through leave support payments 

• All New Zealanders aged 65 and over, and Māori and Pacific aged 50 and over, to have automatic 

access to COVID anti-virals if they test positive 

 

The COVID-19 Protection Framework, also known as the traffic light system, will be removed from 

11.59pm tonight, Monday 12 September, so all New Zealanders can continue to move forward with 

certainty, Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern has announced. 

 

“It’s time to safely turn the page on our COVID-19 management, and live without the extraordinary 

measures we have previously used,” Jacinda Ardern said. 

 

“Today marks a milestone in our response. Finally, rather than feeling that COVID dictates what happens 

to us, our lives, and our futures, we take back control. 

“For the first time in two years we can approach summer with the much needed certainty New Zealanders 

and business need, helping to drive greater economic activity critical to our economic recovery. 

https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/govt-helps-small-businesses-get-paid-time


 
  
   

“The most recent health advice now tells us that with the lowest cases and hospitalisations since 

February, our population well vaccinated, and expanded access to anti-viral medicines, New Zealand is in 

a position to move forward.  

 

“You will no longer be required by Government to wear a mask anywhere, except in healthcare settings 

like hospitals, GPs and aged residential care facilities. 

 

“Some places, such as workplaces, special events, or marae may ask you to wear a mask, but this will be 

at their discretion and no longer a Government requirement. Please respect those who choose to keep 

wearing masks as a form of protection.   

 

“All remaining Government vaccine mandates will end in two weeks on 26 September. It will now be an 

employer’s discretion as to whether they require their workforce to be vaccinated. 

 

“Vaccination requirements for all travellers arriving into New Zealand including air crew also ends, and 

the requirement to test on day 0/1 and 5/6 will now just be encouraged. 

 

“Our 7-day isolation period for COVID cases will remain. However, the 7-day isolation period will now only 

be required for those who test positive for COVID-19. Their household contacts will only be asked to 

undertake a daily RAT test before going about their life as normal. 

 

“In short, we now move on to a simple two requirements system of masks in healthcare settings and 7 

days isolation for positive cases only,” Jacinda Ardern said. 

 

COVID-19 Minister Ayesha Verrall also announced today a significant additional purchase of 40,000 more 

anti-viral medicine courses, expected to enter New Zealand in the next few days. “We are giving greater 

access to anti-viral medicines for New Zealanders, and have secured agreements that provide a significant 

boost to our supply for the long term,” Ayesha Verrall said.  

 

“So now, anyone over the age of 65, and Māori and Pacific people over the age of 50, or anyone who 
meets Pharmac requirements, can access the treatment in the early stages of contracting the virus. This 

means more than double the number of New Zealanders will be able to access these medicines if they 

need them than previously,” Ayesha Verrall said. 

Source: Beehive.govt.nz 

 
This article is brought to you by AdviceWise People, who provide WGANZ’s free employment helpline 0800 692 

384.  If you have any questions or would like to discuss the article, please call Philip or Anthony. 

https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/covid-19-protection-framework-retired-nz-moves-forward-certainty

